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LOOK  OUT  FOR  CHIGGERS 


Before  going  into  "brush  or  grassy  areas  or  starting  out  on  a  picnic 
in  a  spot  likely  to  harbor  chiggers,  it's,  well  to  dust  the  body  with  flowers  of 
sulphur,  an  inexpensive  powder  sold  by  druggists.    Men  working  in  forests  often 
wear  leather  leggings  or  high-top  shoes  over  their  trousers  to  protect  their 
legs  from  chiggers,  and  put  a  little  kerosene  on  their  overalls  or  work  clothes, 

Kerosene,  in  fact,  will  kill  chiggers  if  applied  lightly  to  the  skin 
after  exposure.    For  example,  on  the  ankles,  wrists,  and  under  the  knees.  This 
treatment  should  be  followed  immediately  by  a  hot  bath,  in  which  the  body  is 
well  scrubbed  with  a  coarse  wash  rag  or  brush  to  dislodge  the  chiggers  as  much 
as  possible.    At  the  same  time  the  skin  should  be  lathered  freely  with  a  medi- 
cated soap,  which  should  dry  on  the  body  for  about  15  minutes  before  it  is 
washed  off. 

A  chigger  is  the  first  or  larval  stage  of  a  large  red  velvet  mite 
which  is  entirely  harmless  when  mature,  according  to   


(Name) 


(Title)        "       ~~       "         ~~—         (Institution)  ' 

The  chiggers  hatch  soon  after  warm  weather  begins,  from  eggs  laid  in  the  ground 

the  previous  fall.    They  are  prevalent  from  about  May  first  to  August, 

The  idea  that  chiggers  actually  burrow  into  the  skin  is  incorrect  says 

m   .    They  merely  attach  themselves  to  the  skin  and  suck 

(Name) 

blood.    The  persistent  itching  that  follows  is  due  to  a  poisonous  material 
which  the  insect  injects  in  the  wound.    Ammonia  water,  strong  salt  water,  soda 
water,  and  cooling  ointments,  will  alleviate  the  pain  of  chigger  bitos  somewhat. 
Iodine  and  mercurochrome  are  valuable  as  antiseptic  applications  on  infected  bites* 
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